C.G. Jung

mind your soul

Exposee
by
Balthasar Alletsee

Basel, 1883.

What's going on with little Carl? At night ghosts drift out of his mothers bedroom.
Phallic deities inhabit his dreams. He is harrassed by visions, in which God literally
shits on the church. Is he crazy? Marked? In his early years, the son of a pastor and
a clairvoyant woman is confronted with things, that go beyond his mental capacity.

10 years later, the young medical student is more concerned about secular problems.
The father dies and leaves his family penniless. Jung has nothing and is nobody. Not
a condition for a swiss man. Unbearable for someone born in the zodiac sign Leo.
There is only one right spot - the one on the top.

It seems to work. A medical career in the wake of his professor opens up. In addition,
Emma Rauschenbach, one of the richest heiress in Switzerland, responds to his
awkward approaches. Jungs takes action.

Then suddenly the mystic world reappears. Cousin Helly, a psychic, invites him to a
spiritual session. Jung takes part and again is infected. To everybody’s shock he
prefers a job at Burghoelzli, the mental home in Zurich, to a promising position at the
University of Munich. This becomes the foundation of his life’s work: to explore the
fascinating essence of the the soul.

Four doctors taking care of 360 patients. The psychiatry in the 19th century is a tuff
business. Jung is struggling. Also because he still tries to fathom supernatural
phenomena in a scientific manner. But Jung wouldn’t be Jung, if he would let this get
him down. And he wouldn’t be him, if he was satisfied with an subordinate position in
the long run. His competence as a psychologist grows as rapidly as the conflict
potential with Eugen Bleuler, his boss.

Fortunatly for C.G. Emma responds to his advances. She will stand by his side for
the rest of her life, though he is thirsting for glory, money and understanding. Even
though he never really gets his libido under control and pushes his wife to include
another woman in their marriage.

But we are getting ahead of ourselves. Jung is still rising. 32 years old, charismatic,
good looking. Develops psychological test methods that gain recognition worldwide.
Opens his lectures for curious lady’s of the upper crust. The ,Zurich fur coats‘ open
him in return not only their salons.

It is the year 1907. Art nouveau and Art Deco are flourishing. The new century
appears wicked, bold and tempting. People are open-minded towards mystic and
occultism. Jung immerses himself in a world of mink and Mahagoni, cigarette holders
and silk lingerie.



1907 is also the year when Jung meets Sigmund Freud for the first time. The 20
years older colleague is charmed. The dynamic Swiss is the perfect engine for ,Die
Sache’, his “thing”. Jung gets an offer that he cannot refuse. He becomes president
of the International Psychoanalytic Association and designated heir to the throne of
his master. Everything he has to do is stay number two. And to renounce any
mysticism.

Is he able to do this?

5 years later the answer is clear. In his work ‘Symbols of Change’ C.G. objects in key
points to the pure Vienna doctrine.

As anticipated, Freud cuts his cords with the traitor. The rest of the world shakes its
head about this mythological confusion. At the same time Director Bleuler fires his
illoyal employee.

In 1913, Jung has lost everything: His job, his leading position in the field of
Psychoanalysis, his scientific reputation. Additionally, an affair with Sabrina Spielrein,
a former patient, is threatening his marriage. Jung, who is spoiled by fame, slips off
into a severe disorientation.

Was his soul just waiting for that? It would seem so.

Again, subconscious forces are surging up. Only Jung is no longer an observer. Now
he himself becomes an experiment. Archetypes occupy him, the dead take shape,
supernatural phenomena beset his family - the soul researcher takes off in the
direction of Hades. Incredible things happen to him. Things that bring him to the edge
of psychosis. Things that shake our rational world view in their authenticity.

How he manages to withstand the powers of the collective unconscious, and to
wrestle their treasures from them becomes the dramatic climax of one of the most
important biographies of our time.



